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“Letters Esthetic, Social, and Moral” 
(Continued from page 346.) 
Rome, Dec. 28, 1852. 

There were but few objects in Rome, on which I 
looked with more interest than the old imperial 
arches; a number of which still remain. A tri- 
umphal arch, constructed in the manner of those 
at Rome, is susceptible in a very high degree of 
those architectural combinations, which cause emo- 
tions both of beauty and grandeur. The eye em- 
braces them in their general form at once, so that 
the emotion is not broken and diminished by that 
distraction of the attention which is caused, when 
the mind contemplates an object which is much 
wultiplied in its parts. At the same time they are 
susceptible of minor decorations, which harmonize 
with the general outline. Erected in honour of dis- 
tinguished names and memorable achievements, the 
principle of association also adds to the effect on 
the mind, which the architecture itself is fitted to 
inspire. The arch of the Emperor Claudius, as 
appears from the fragments which yet remain of it, 
was erected in commemoration of his conquest of 
the island of Britain. ‘The arch of Constantine, a 
truly magnificent structure, notwithstanding the 
injuries of time, and the loss of the triumphal car 
and the bronze horses which once adorned it, was 
erected in honour of the victory of that Emperor 
over Maxentius. It has three archways, with eight 
columns of the Corinthian order, four on each front, 
and is ornamented with bas-reliets. The arch of 
Septimius Severus, the model of the beautiful arch 
erected by Napoleon in Paris, in the Place du 
Carrousel, which I mentioned in a former letter, 
commemorates the conquest of Parthia and Persia 
by Septimius and his sons. The arch of Septimius 
is in the north-west corver of the old Roman Forum. 
At no great distance in the direction of the Pala- 
tine hill, is the celebrated arch of Titus; not so 
large and imposing as that of Constantine, but not 
less beautiful. It was erected by order of the Ro- 
man Senate, in honour of Titus, and particularly 
in commemoration of his conquest of the city of 
Jerusalem. What affecting associations gather in 
the mind of the christian as he views such a mo- 
bument ! 


‘rather than an opinion. 


on the other side, which represents the early em-|is always the same. 


Its office is to deal with spi- 


blems of our religion, taken from their sacred place, |rit. ‘The kingdom of God is within you.” * * * 


and carried in triumphal procession;—the golden 
table, the silver trumpets, and the candlestick of 
gold with its seven branches, and other spoils taken 
from the great temple of the Jews. Captive Jews, 
sad exiles from their native land, make a part of 
the procession. This bas-relief is regarded by 
biblical archaeologists as furnishing one of the most 
reliable and authentic representations of these 
sacred objects; harmonizing as they do with the 
accounts given both in the Bible and in Josephus. 
The vessels of the Temple were taken away ; 
but the Temple itself, the work of forty years, and 
unexampled in splendour, was levelled with the 
ground. The Temple of Jerusalem, with what was 
contained in it, represented, in the form of a great 
material emblem, those conceptions of the Deity 
and of the methods of approach to Him, which 
were suited to the capacities of the human mind 
in that period of the world. When the time came 
in which it seemed proper, that the mind of man 
should be liberated from these limitations, and 
raised to a higher and juster mode of thought, the 


Naples, Jan. 2, 1853. 


Sweet morning star, with golden ray, 
How clear thy geutle splendours shine, 
To usher in the early day 
Along the Tyber’s winding way, 
And o’er the Appeniue. - 


Oh, thus, with smile as clear and bright, 
In other lands I’ve known thy beam, 

The lingering day delayed its light, 

But thou didst crown the distant height, 
That watched my native stream. 


I met thee there, I meet thee here ; 

I loved thee then; I love thee yet; 
And not the less, that thy bright sphere 
Recalls the home, to friendship dear, 

Which love cannot forget. 


Oh no! And if it fits thy ray 
The messages of love to bear, 
Haste to that distant home and say, 
That love may wander far away, 
And yet be always there. 


Very early in the morning of the day after we 


ploughshare of destruction passed over it, and left|left Rome, we passed down the side of the Alban 


no stone upon another. 
vidence are unsearchable. They work out the 
problems of truth and freedom by destruction, as 
well as by creation. Nations fall; monuments, 
temples, cities, perish; but principles and truths 





The mysteries of Pro-| Mount, where the ancient town of Alba Longa was 


situated, which was much older than Rome, and 
was destroyed by Tullus Hostilius. This beautiful 
eminence, gradual in its ascent, and susceptible of 
being built upon and cultivated to its summit, an- 


remain. And who knows, that the vast edifices of|swered precisely the idea of it, which the deserip- 


worship, which have since been erected in many 
places with more than Jewish architectural skill, 
and with but little short of Jewish splendour, tend- 
ing as they do with the aids of statuary and paint- 
ing to give a doubtful form to the unseen and un- 
known mysteries of eternity, and even to embody 
and localize God himself, may not be destined, in 
the convulsions of betrayed and struggling huma- 
nity, striking at the same moment for civil and 
religious liberty, to a like sudden and terrible de- 
struction ; so that men, knowing God in his sim- 
plicity, shall understand at last the meaning of the 
Saviour's words, when he said, “ Ye shall neither 
in this mountain nor yet at Jerusalem worship the 
Father; but the hour cometh and now is, when the 
true worshippers shall worship the Father i” spi- 
rit and in truth,” 

Such was the thought that occurred to my mind, 
when viewing the monument, erected nearly two 
thousand years ago, in memory of 4 man, whom 
God had mysteriously employed as His instrument 
in one of the most remarkable and terrible events 
in the history of the human race. It was a thought 
What is to be hereafter 
will be known when the mysteries of the future 
develop it. The calculations of human thought 
and philosophy are often baffled by the decisions 
of Providence. 


One thing, however, is certain. The forms of 


In passing under the arch, the attention|religion may vary. The exigencies of different 


is arrested by the bas-reliefs on the piers, which] periods may demand different methods of manifes- 


are still beautiful, though much injured. One of| tation. 


What was once revered as an assistance 


them represents ‘Titus seated in his triumphal car,|by aiding the heart through the outward sight, may 
surrounded by Romans carrying the fasces, and|require to be removed as an obstruction, because 


drawn by four horses. But 


looked with a dif-|the heart has becu 


tions of the Latin poets and historians had left 
upon my mind in early life. As I was observing, 
at the breaking of the day, the beautiful scenery 
which opened to my view, my eye caught the morn- 
ing star shining with peculiar richness in the clear 
blue above the Appenines, not far distant. I had 
often watched its morning brightness from the hills 
of my own land; it senate’ me so strongly of 
home, that I committed to its swift and beautiful 
rays the little message of the heart, with which I 
have begun this letter, and which I trust will reach 
its destination in safety. 

Our route from Rome to Naples was for the 
most part along the old Appian way, built by the 
Censor Appius Claudius, three hundred years be- 
fore the time of Christ, and called by Cicero with 
a good deal of propriety, “ regina viarum.” We 
entered on this road at Albano on the Alban mount, 
and left it at the river Garagliano, the ancient 
Siris. The principal places through which we 
passed were the city of Velletri, once the capital 
of the Volsci, but which has ceased to retain the 
splendour which formerly belonged to it ;—Cis- 
terna, the location according to antiquarians of the 
Tres Tabernae or Three Taverns, where the chris- 
tians of Rome are mentioned in the Acts of the 
Apostles as having met the Apostle Paul ;—the 
city of Terracina, originally one of the towns of the 
Volsci, known in the time of Horace by the name 
of Anxur, which is described by him 1m his jour- 
ney to Brundusium ;—the town of Fondi, which 
has some interest for the admirers of scholastic in- 
genuity as being the residence of Thomas Aquinas 
and the place where he gave his instructions in 


n to see more clearly with the|theology ;—the town of Itri, without —- special 
ferent and much deeper emotion on the bas-relief}inward vision. But religion itself, in its essence,|historical interest, but encircled with hills 


which 
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were covered with vines, fig-trees and orange-trees; 
—the town of Mola di Gaeta, from which we had 
a view of the beautiful city of Gaeta, situated upon 
the Mediterranean,—the same with the ancient 
Cajeta, which Virgil has celebrated in the seventh 
book of the Aineid; and the city of Capua upon 
the river Volturno, the ancient Vulturnus, near 
which Hannibal defeated the Romans. 

Between Cisterna and Fondi are the Pontine 
marshes, twenty-four miles in length ;—once stag- 
nant and unhealthy, but now drained and restored 
to fertility by canals. Large herds of cattle were 
feeding on them. At the western extremity of these 
marshes, stretching out into the sea, is the rocky 
and lofty residence of the ancient sorceress Circe, 
known at the present time by the name of Monte 
Cireello, which the Homeric traditions have cele- 
brated as the place, where the companions of 
Ulysses were detained and made the subjects of 
her enchavtments. On the portion of the Appian 
way which passes through the Pontine marshes was 
the old Roman town of Appii Forum, which seems 


to have been a considerable place in the time of| becomes a Comforter indeed. 


Pliny. The prevalent opinion locates it at the 
place in the marshes which is now called Casarillo, 
about fifty-six miles from Rome. “When the 
brethren heard of us,” says the account in Acts, 
“they came to meet us as far as Appii Forum, and 
the- Three Taverns.” 

(To be continued.) 





The Epistle from the Yearly Meeting, held in 
London, by adjournments, from the 20th of the 
fifth Month to the 29th of the same, inclusive, 
1857. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends,—In being again permitted to 
come together as a Yearly Meeting, our hearts 
have been humbled under the renewed sense of the 
loving-kindness of the Lord. Truly his compas- 
sions fail not, ‘They are new every morning: great 
is his faithfulness. 


We take comfort in the persuasion that there are] it is in Jesus, is our estimate of the great duty of 
many amongst us who, like Simeon of old, can| public worship. 


reverently bless the Lord that their eyes have been 
opened to see his salvation. May these be strength- 
ened to hold fast their hope. 
conflict or of trial may this hope be to them as an 
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, enter- 
ing into the eternal realities within the veil. And 
may they be so kept by the power of God, through 
faith, unto the very end, as to witness the Lord 
Jesus, in the fulness of his redeeming love, to be 
not only their hope, but their final rest and ever- 
lasting praise. But, whilst our hearts have been 
turned in sympathy and love towards those dear 


friends whom we can salute as brethren and sisters 


in Christ, we are brought into a lively exercise on 
account of others amongst us who cannot yet be 
written amongst the living in Israel. It is an aw- 


ful thing to be numbered with the many who, not 
yielding their hearts to that faith in which is the 
victory, “will seek to enter in and shall not be 
And shall any think it will be less fearful 
to have their portion with those who, so far from 
striving to enter in at the strait gate, are striving 
to evade it, preferring a way pleasing to the un- 
regenerate nature, and quenching the light that 
Oh! that 
the hearts of these might be melted under the living 
sense of the tenderness of that compassion in which 
they are invited and even entreated, freely to accept 
the offers of the redeeming love of God in Christ 
Oh! that they might be prevailed upon, 
ere the day of their visitation is passed away for 


able.”’ 


would make their darkness manifest? 


Jesus. 


ever, to hearken to the voice of eternal love, that 
would yet plead with them, Turn ye, turn ye; why 
will ye die? 


of instruction to the advanced Christian, is the 
language of the Redeemer, “I am the door: by 
me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.” 
a distinguishing feature of the work of the Holy 
Spirit, that it bears an effectual witness to Christ, 
and brings to the enjoyment of his grace in those 
various relations in which He has been pleased to 
reveal Himself. 
ing conviction, it draws the believing soul, in con- 
trition and humiliation, to the Saviour’s feet. Here, 


| high privileges which abound in the Gospel, in re- 


In every storm of 
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there can be worship im any prescribed system of 
| cheervandse apart from the ministrations of the 
Lord’s Spirit, or conclude that there can be no 
true worship even where the immediate operations 
of his Spirit are enjoyed, without the accompani- 
ment of outward teaching or services. 

Highly do we prize those spiritual gifts whieh 
the Lord Jesus is graciously pleased still to distri- 
bute for the winning of souls unto Himself and for 
the edifying of the body. May they inerease and 
abound amongst us to his praise! But, whilst we 
rejoice in that Christian liberty which exists amongst 
us for the free exercise of these gifts, earnest is our 
desire that none of our members may ever let go 
their assured belief in the reality and efficacy of 
the immediate teachings of the Holy Spirit, 
When assembled in our religious meetings, may 
‘none rest in a vacant stillness or indolent musing, 
or in thoughts wandering upon earthly things, 
May all seriously remember that the object of thus 
assembling is the worship of the infinite, all-seeing 
and ever-present God. And let it not be forgotten 
that the purpose of the immediate ministry of his 
Spirit is to bring us into deep searching of heart; 
to enlighten us to see our true state; to control 
and sanctify our thoughts and affections; and, 
beyond all to take of the things of Christ, and 
apply them with power to the healing, strengthen- 
ing and refreshment of the humble and believing 
soul. Were this blessed experience more diligently 
sought after and realized by our members we can- 
not doubt but that our religious meetings, both on 
First and on other days of the week, would be- 


How encouraging to the true penitent, how full 


It is 


Under the power of heart-search- 


through the acceptance of Him, in living faith, as 
the propitiation for sin, the reconciling love of God 
is shed abroad in the heart, and we are enabled to 
realize the inestimable privilege of access unto 
God; not in our own right, or for any works of 
righteousness that we have done, but for the sake 
of Christ alone. In thus witnessing of Him, and 
establishing the soul upon Him, the Holy Spirit 
Through his saneti- 
fying power, the righteousness of God, through 
faith, is more and more manifested in the life and 
conversation, whilst all boasting is excluded. The 
promise of the New Covenant, in its most precious 
unport, is fulfilled. The law of God becomes more | 
and more plainly written upon the heart, whilst a 
yet clearer and clearer view is granted of the depth | 
of that love which, in Christ Jesus, pardoneth ini- 
quity, transgression and sin. Fervently do we 
desire that our dear friends, everywhere, may press | 
after an individual acquaintance with this heart-|come, far more than is now often the case, occa 
searching and heart-sanctifying knowledge of the |sions of real profit and refreshment; the number 
Son of God. May none, under the heavy weight/of spiritual worshippers would be increased, and 
of conviction, stop short in the first stage of Chris-|our simple and truly Christian principles relating 
tian experience ; but, yielding without reserve to|to these vitally important subjects would be yet 
the further manifestations of light and truth, may /|more effectually commended to the hearts and con- 
they be brought from step to step, in faith and |sciences of others. 
faithfulness, to the full enjoyment in their own| Very impressive are the words of our Holy Re- 
souls of the covenant of life and peace. deemer, in which He describes his true followers, 
Intimately connected with our experience in|“‘they are not of the world, even as I am not of 
these things, and with our growth in the truth asthe world.” He is the Emmanuel, elect and pre- 
cious, the image of Him who is invisible, in whom 
ithe righteousness and grace of God are revealed 
itoman. And it is the high privilege of his dis- 
lation to this subject. He who died for his people |ciples to follow his steps; to be conformed to bis 
to save them from their sins, ever liveth to make|holy image; to be, like Him, pure and separated 
intercession for them. Through his mediation,|in spirit from the world, meek and lowly in heart, 
without the necessity for any interior instrumental- | not seeking to gratify self, but in all things given 
ity, is the Father to be approached and reverently|up to spend and be spent for the good of others, 
worshipped. The Lord Jesus has for ever fulfilled|to do or to suffer according to the will of God. 
und ended the typical and sacrificial worship under | This is the path which our Divine Forerunner hath 
the law, by the offering up of Himself upon the| Himself marked out and consecrated for us; 
cross for us, once for all. He has opened the door|path of self-denial, humility and holiness. Let 
of access into the inner sanctuary, and graciously none, therefore, deceive themselves by any means, 
appointed spiritual offerings for the service of his|‘The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
temple, suited to the several conditions of all who! pride of life, are not of the Father, but are of the 
worship in spirit and in truth. The broken and|world. And whether it be in our personal habits 
the contrite heart, the confession of the soul pros-|or attire, in our style of living, in the general tone 
trate before God, the prayer of the afflicted when |of our conversation or reading, in the mode of 
he is overwhelmed, the earnest wrestling of the|spending our time or our money, in the character 
spirit, the outpouring of humble thanksgiving, the jot our occupations, or in the manner of conducting 
spiritual song and melody of the heart, the simple |our outward affairs, whether it be in that which we 
exercise of faith, the self-denying service of love j—|do or in that which we leave undone, all that in 
these are among the sacrifices which He, our mer- |any wise fosters the desires of the flesh or of the 
ciful and faithful High Priest, is himself pleased | vain and unregenerate mind impairs the health and 
to prepare by his Spirit in the hearts of them that| vigour of the Christian life. In looking at the 
receive him, and to present with acceptance unto|holy example of his Lord, the humble believer 1s 
God. In his presence there is life and power.jmade deeply sensible that he hath not attained ; 
“He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the|but as he advances in his course, he will be wore 
hungry soul with goodness.” He beautifies the|and more constrained by the love of Christ, to 
meek with salvation. How precious, how deeply |“ follow after” in simplicity and godly sincerity, 
practical are these truths. May they be yet more often faint, yet still pressing forward. May none 
and more livingly understood and experienced |be satisfied with any lower aim. ‘The standard is 
amongst us. May none yield to the idea that|a high one, but it is set before us in infinite wisdom 





We have afresh rejoiced in the 
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and love, by Him who is willing graciously to sup-| of our Society to be very careful in no wise to com-| payment, that their debts were forgiven. On the 
ply all our need. promise their testimonies as to these important} following day they again assembled, and the list 
In that great work of regeneration without which| subjects. We desire to encourage our friends|had been prepared, and all the notes, due bills and 
none can see the kingdom of God, the corrupt will|everywhere to the faithful maintenance of them in| accounts, which, including interest, amounted to 
and affections are changed, new tastes and new|the patience and firmness that so highly become|thirty thousand dollars, were committed to the 
hopes are acquired, and a new will and new af-|our Christian profession. - | flames. 
fections are implanted, and grow up as necessary} Throughout the course of our deliberations in} It was about four months after our father’s death, 
parts of the nature of the new man, which after|this meeting, we have had cause to acknowledge| continued our informant, in the month of June, that 
God is created in righteousness and true holiness.|the goodness of the Lord in preserving us in much|I was sitting in my eldest brother's office, waiting 
They who are thus transformed by the renewing|harmony and brotherly condescension. We thank-|for an opportunity to speak with him, when there 
of their minds can no longer be conformed to this|fully accept this as a token for good. May He|came in a hard-favoured little old man, who looked 
world. The axe is laid to the root of the corrupt|/continue to be with us when separated one from|as if time and rough weather had been to the wind- 
tree. It is in the experience of this blessed change| another; and may his compassionate regard be|ward of him for seventy years. He asked if my 
that the true remedy is to be found for worldliness|extended towards all our dear friends, wherever| brother was not the executor. My brother replied 
in all its forms. And seeing we are compassed|situated. May the aged in Christ be encouraged|that he was administrator, as our father died in- 
with so many infirmities, and surrounded by temp-|to keep the word of his patience, maintaining their | testate. 
tation on every hand, may we individually cherish | watch, as servants in waiting, knowing Him, amidst| “ Well,” said the stranger, “I have come up from 
a fervent engagement of heart that we may be|the infirmities of their declining years, to lift them|the Cape, to pay a debt I owe to the old gentle- 
fully redeemed and preserved from the corruptions|above every wave of discouragement, with the|man.” 
of the world and from the deadening influences of|sweet assurance that their redemption draweth| My brother requested him to take a seat, he be- 
its spirit. The present is a day of stirring engage-|nigh. May the middle-aged be stirred up to con-|ing at the desk. ‘The old man sat down, and put- 
ment and of great competition. May our dear|tinued diligence, calling often to remembrance the} ting on his glasses, drew out a very ancient loox- 
friends who are concerned in trade beware of be-|days of their early visitations and the vows of theirjing pocket-book, and began to count over his 
ing drawn, it may be almost imperceptibly, into|espousals: may they especially guard against the} money. 
the vortex. Whilst seeking, in the fear of the|/benumbing, deadening influences of the earthly} When he had finished, as he sat waiting his turn, 
Lord, to provide things honest in the sight of all}mind. Now is your time, dear friends, to labour, | slowly twirling his thumbs with his old gray, me- 
men, may you take heed of making the standard/and to prove your faithfulness to your Lord : let|ditative eyes upon the floor, he sighed, and I knew 
of others the measure of your estimate of that in| not the sun go down upon you before your work is|the money, as the phrase runs, came hard, and 
which a competency consists. Remember, we en-|done. And for you, beloved younger friends, who} secretly wished that the old man’s name might be 
treat you, into what snares, into how many foolish|have enjoyed many privileges both in your train-|found on the forgiven list. My brother was soon 
and hurtful lusts they fall, who set their hearts)ing and in your education, greatly do we desire|at leisure, and asked him the usual questions, his 
upon temporal riches. Let not the best of your|that you may be encouraged to devote yourselves|name, residence, &c. The original debt was four 
time and of your energies be devoted unnecessarily | with all earnestness to the service of your Lord|hundred and forty dollars. It had stood a long 
to the concerns of business. In all your engage-|and Redeemer, that all that you have and all that/time, and with the interest amounted to between 
ments seek first the kingdom of God and his right-| you are may be sanctified to his use. And in the|seven and eight hundred dollars. My brother went 
eousness; not desiring for yourselves or for yourjend, in the Lord’s unmerited mercy, may it be|to his desk, and after examining the forgiven list 
children large earthly possessions, but rather lay-|given to all, of every age and condition, through| attentively, a sudden smile lit upon his counte- 
ing up treasure in heaven, aud seeking, above all,|heartfelt subjection to the powerful work of re-|nance, and told me the truth at a single glance. 
that you, and that they, may have an eternal por- |deeming love, to have their part in the unspeakable|The old man’s name was there? My brother 
tion in Christ. blessedness of them that enter in through the gates| quietly took a chair by his side, and a conversation 
This meeting has been brought under deep con-|into the city of God, to go no more out for ever.|ensued between them which I never shall forget. 
cern, in view of the fearful amount of sin and| Signed in and on behalf of the Meeting, “Your note is outlawed,” said he; “it was 
misery existing in our land through the prevailing Josepu Tuorp, dated twelve years ago, payable in two years; 
use of intoxicating liquors. We regard with cor- Clerk to the Meeting this year. |there is no witness, and interest has never been 
dial satisfaction the efforts of many of our mem-| It is recommended that the Epistle be read at|paid; you are not bound to pay this note; we can 
bers in different parts of the country, to stay the|some convenient time in each family of Friends] never recover this amount.” 
progress of this desolating scourge; and we take |collected together. “ Sir,” said the old man, “I wish to pay it. It 
comfort in believing that, under the divine blessing, is the only debt I have in the world. It may be 
their labour has not been in vain. Whilst we outlawed here, but I have no child, and my old 
would carefully avoid interfering in any way with| A merchant very extensively engaged in eom-| woman and I hope we may have our peace with God, 
the Christian liberty of our dear friends, we would|merce, and located on Long Wharf, poston, died|and I wish to do so with man. I should like to 
encourage them seriously to consider what may be|intestate, February 18th, 1803, at the age of|pay it.” And he laid the bank notes before my 
their individual duty in relation to this important|seventy-five. After his death, a package of very|brother, requesting him to count them over. 
subject. The more we seek to follow the example,|considerable size was found carefully tied up and| “I cannot take the money,” was the reply of my 
and to be imbued with the spirit of our blessed |labelled as follows :— brother. 
Redeemer, the less shall we be disposed to shrink} “ Notes, due bills, and aceounts against sundry} The old man became alarmed. “I have cast 
from any course of effort or of self-denial, which|persons down along shore. Some of them may be|simple interest for twelve years, and counted it all 
a compassionate regard for the temporal -and|got by suit and severe dunning. But the people|over,” said he. “I will pay you compound inte- 
eternal well-being of those around us may call for|are poor; most of them have had fishermap’s luck.|rest, if you require it. The debt ought to have 
at our hands. My children will do as they think best. Perhaps|been paid long ago; but your father was very in- 
We have at this time been comforted by the|they will think, with me, that it is best to burn this|dulgent—he knew I'd been unlucky, and told me 
reading of epistles from our dear brethren in Ire-| package entire.” not to worry about it.” 
land and in America. We continue highly to prize} About a month after he died, the sons met to-| My brother then properly set the matter before 
these tokens of brotherly interest and regard. May|gether when the eldest brother, the administrator,|him, and taking the bank bills, he returned them 
nothing be permitted to interrupt our Christian fel-| produced the packet, and read the superscription,|to the old man’s pocket-book, telling him that 
lowship; but with hearts turned unto the Lord,|and asked what course should be taken in regard | although our father left no formal will, he had re- 
and brought under the power of his blessed Spirit,|to it. Another brother, a few years younger than| commended to his children to destroy certain notes, 
may we be yet more and more united in his love,|the eldest, a man of strong impulsive temperament, | due bills, and other evidences of debt, and release 
and be strengthened in our different allotments,|unable at that moment to express his feelings by|those who might be legally bound to pay them. 
whether of service or of suffering, to strive to-|words, while he brushed the tears from his eyes} For a moment, the old man appeared to be stu- 
gether, with one mind, for the faith of the Gospel.|with one hand, by a spasmodic jerk of the other|pified. After he had collected himself, and wiping 
Accounts have been brought up to this meeting,|toward the fire-place, indicated his wish to have|the tears from his eyes, he said: From the time [ 
in usual course, of the distraints upon our members, |the packet put into the flames. It was suggested|/heard of your father’s death, I have raked and 
in connexion with the support of our Christian|by another brother, that it might be well first tomake|seraped, pinched and spared, to get the money 
testimony against the payment of demands of an|a list of the names, and of the dates and amounts,| together for the payment of the debt. About ten 
ecclesiastical or military nature. It is at the pre-|that they would be enabled, as the intended dis-|days ago, 1 made up the sum within twenty-five 
sent time especially incumbent upon the members|charge was for all, to inform such as might offer| dollars. 








































































Paying au Old Debt. 








My wife knew how much the payment of this 
debt lay on my spirits, and advised me to sell a 
cow, and make up the difference, and get the heavy 
burden off my mind. I did so; and now what will 
my old woman say? I must go back to the Cape, 
and tell her this good news. She'll probably re- 
peat the very words she used when she put her 
hand on my shoulder as we parted: “1 have never 
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging 
bread.” 

Giving each of us a shake of the hand, and a 
blessing on our old father’s memory, he went on 
his way rejoicing. 

After a short silence, taking his pencil, and 
making a cast—“ There,” said my brother, “ your 
part of the amount would be so much. Contrive a 
plan to convey me your share of the pleasure de- 
rived from this operation, and the money is at your 
service.” 

Such is the simple tale which I have told as it 
was told to me. To add to the evident moral, 
would be an insult to the reader. 

inane 
Selected for “The Friend.” 
The Lord’s Supper. 
NOT BREAD AND WINE OF MAN’S MAKING. 

John, who was one of Christ’s beloved disciples 
that leaned upon his breast in the same night that 
Christ was betrayed, did not he then take the ele- 
ments of bread and wine at that last supper? Was 
not John one of the disciples that did not taste 


death, until he saw Christ in the kingdom of his|ward bread and wine is the very body and blood | 


Father with power, when Christ said: “ All power 
in heaven and earth is given unto me.” Did he 
not eat and drink with Christ after he was risen ? 
And after Christ was ascended and sat at the 
right hand of God, and the churches were gathered, 
and as yet they were not come off from many out- 
ward elementary things, did not Christ send John 
to call the church to another supper, when he said : 
“ Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if any 
man will hear my voice and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me; he that hath an ear to hear, let him hear what 
the spirit saith unto the churches.’ Now they 
that come to this inward and heavenly supper, and 
to sup with Christ, the Lord from heaven, they 
must have their spiritual ear to hear the spiritual 
voice of Christ, and his spiritual knocking at the 
door of their immortal souls with his Spirit, that 
the King of glory may come into their hearts, and 
they to sup with him, and he with them, the spiri- 
tual and heavenly supper; and to this supper did 
Christ send John to call the church of Christ, after 
he was risen and ascended. And John said, when 
Christ sent him with this message : “I, John, who 
am your brother and companion in tribulation, and 
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was 
in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,” &c. So here we 
may see, John was in the kingdom of Christ, when 
he called the church to this heavenly spiritual 
supper, after Christ was ascended at the right hand 
of God; which supper is beyond, and a higher 
supper, than the last supper, of taking the elements 
of bread and wine in remembrance of Christ's 
death, and a show of his death till he come. Had 
not John taken that supper? Was not the king- 
dom of God come, when John said he was in the 
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ. John tells 
you Christ is come; and Christ saith, “ Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock; then is he not come? 
and if any man will hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, (mark zo him,) and 
I will sup with him, and he with me.” And doth 
not the apostle Paul say, “ Examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith ; prove yourselves, know 
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ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ 7s i 
you, except ye be reprobates ?” 

And may not reprobates take the elements of 
bread and wine in remembrance of Christ’s death, 
and say they will do it till Christ comes? and 
when he knocks at the door of the heart they re- 
fuse to open it to Him, and give him an entrance. 
These are such as err from the Spirit of God, and 
the faith of Christ, and hate his light, and there- 
‘fore do not come to the heavenly supper of Christ, 
but their dark spirit leads them to live in weak 
elements, outward things which perish with the 
rising, and which keep them in bondage. And 
the angel said unto John, ‘ Blessed are they that 
are called to the marriage-supper of the Lamb.” 
This is the spiritual marriage-supper of the Lamb, 
which the true christians were called to, after 
Christ was risen and ascended. They that are 






For “The Friend.” 
The following “ maxims to guide young men,” 
I met with at West-town, several years ago, and 
have sometimes thought they were worth inserting 
in “ The Friend :”— 
Sixth month, 1857. 


Keep good company or none. Never be idle, 
If your hands cannot be usefully employed, cul- 
tivate the mind. Always speak the truth. Make 
‘few promises. Live up to all your engagements, 
|Have no very intimate friends. Keep your own 
secrets, if you have any. When you speak to a 
|person, look him in the face. Good company and 
|good conversation are great helps to virtue. Ne. 
ver listen to loose or infidel conversation. Your 
character cannot be essentially injured, except by 
|your own acts. If any one speaks evil of you, let 


| 





come to this supper, are married to Christ, the se- 
cond Adam, the Lord from heaven. These are 
they that hear his spiritual voice, and he is come 
into them, and suppeth with them, and they with 
him, the Lamb, that taketh away the sins of the 
world, and they that come to it are blessed. 
Reprobates may take the outward bread and 
wine in remembrance of Christ's death till he 
comes, as they say, and yet he stands at the door 
of their hearts and souls and knocks, after he is 
risen and ascended at the right hand of God, but 
ithey will not let him jn, nor hear his voice; and 
‘the Apostle tells them, they are reprobates if they 
|know not Christ in them.” They that say the out- 





\of the Lord Jesus Christ, and whosoever receiveth 
and eateth it, receiveth and eateth the Lord Jesus 
Christ after the priest has consecrated it, may see 
their error that hold this doctrine. For the Apostle 
says, Ye that eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
do show forth the Lord’s death till he come; then 
it is clear that the Lord Jesus is not come to them, 
when they eat this bread, and drink the cup in 
order to show forth his death until he does 
come. 

After Christ’s ascension, the Apostle John, in his 
first epistle, says, “‘ We know that the Son of God zs 
come, and hath given us an understanding, that we 
may know him that is true; and we are in him 
\thnt is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is 
the true God and eternal life. Little children, 
keep yourselves from idols.” They not only knew 
that he was come, but were in him as branches 
grafted into the true Vine, drawing their nourish- 
ment from him, and could have no confidence in 
material bread and wine to sustain the immortal 
soul. Our Saviour plainly points out the partici- 
pation of the body and blood of Christ: “ Verily, 


| 
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the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh 
my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him 
up at the last day; for my flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in 
him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I 
live by the Father, so he that eateth me, even he 
shall live by me, This is that bread that came 
down from heaven ; not as your fathers did eat 
manna, and are dead; he that eateth of this bread, 
shall live forever.” Nothing but the divine life 
which is in Christ, who is the way, the truth and 
the life, the true and living Vine, can nourish the 
immortal soul, and keep it alive unto God, and this 
is to be partaken of as daily bread by the regene- 
rated and sanctified in Christ Jesus. Bread and 


wine of man’s making are not the flesh and blood 
of Christ, and consequently are not the food which | 
the soul feeds upon in its heavenly journey. 








verily, [say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of 


|your life be such as that none will believe him, 
| Drink no kind of intoxicating liquors. Ever live, 
‘misfortune excepted, within your income. When 
| you retire to bed, think over what you have been 
'doing during the day. Never speak lightly of re- 
\ligion. Make no haste to be rich, if you would 
‘prosper. Small and steady gains give competency, 
with tranquillity of mind. Never play at any kind 
of game of chance. Avoid temptation, through fear 
that you may not be able to withstand it. Earn 
money before you spend it. Never run in debt, 
unless you see a way to get out of it. Never bor- 
row if you can possibly avoid it. Do not marry 
until you are able to support a wife. Never speak 
evil of any one. Be just before you are generous. 
Keep yourself innocent, if you would be happy. 
Save when youare young, to spend when you are old. 
Never think that what you do for religion is time, 
or money mis-spent. Always go to meeting when 
you can. Read some portion of the Bible every 
day. Often think of death and your accountabi- 
lity to God. 

| [{Summary.— Fear God and keep his command- 
ments,” by obeying the still small voice of his Spirit 
in the heart, and the whole conduct and conversa- 
tion will be brought into consistency with the cha- 
racter of a disciple of Christ.— Ed. } 


| 





Manteiga, is the name of an oil made from turtle 
eggs, in South America, and is there esteemed very 
‘highly. 1t is put up in earthen pots of about forty- 
five pounds weight. Each pot is worth a dollar 
and thirty cents on the spot where it is made, and 
the beaches of the Amazon and its tributaries yield 
from five to six thousand pots in twelve days. The 
process of making, as described by Herndon, is very 
disgusting. Sentinels are placed, at the beginning 
‘of Kighth month, when the turtles commence depo- 
siting their eggs, and are withdrawn when the beach 
jis exhausted. ‘They see that no one wantonly in- 
'terferes with the turtles, or destroys the eggs. ‘Those 
engaged in making manteiga, pay a capitation tax 
of twelve and a half cents duty to the government. 
| The eggs, though they be rotten and offensive, are 
‘collected, thrown into a canoe, and trodden to a 
mass with the feet. The shells and young turtles 
are thrown out. Water is poured in, and the re- 
sidue is left to stand in the sun for several days. 
The oil rises to the top, is skimmed off, and boiled 
in large copper boilers. A turtle averages eighty 
eggs; forty-five turtles will give a pot. Vast num- 
bers of the young are eaten by the Indians, who 
take them by the time they are able to crawl, and 
when they do not measure more than an inch in 
diameter, boil and eat them as a delicacy. One 
Indian will eat two dozen of them three or four 
times a day. The birds also pick up a great num- 
ber, as they crawl from their nests to the water, 
and the fish, too, make them pay toll as they pass. 


| 
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Selected. 
AN INVITATION TO THE COUNTRY. 
All day, from shrubs by our Summer dwelling, 
The Easter-sparrow repeats his song; 
A merry warbler, he chides the blossoms, 
The idle blossoms, that sleep so long. 


The blue-bird chants, from the elm’s long branches 
A hymn to welcome the budding year; 

The south-wind wanders from field to forest, 
And softly whispers, the spring is here! 


Come, daughter mine, from the gloomy city, 
Before these lays from the elm have ceased ; 
The violet breathes by our door as sweetly 
As in the air of her native East. 


Though many a flower in the wood is waking, 
The daffodil is our door-side queen ; 

She pushes upward the sward already, 
To spot with sunshine the early green. 


No lays so joyous as these are warbled 
From the wiry prison in maiden’s bower ; 

No pampered bloom of the green-house chamber 
Has half the charm of the lawn’s first flower. 


Yet these sweet lays of the early season, 
And these fair sights of its sunny days, 

Are only sweet when we fondly listen, 
And only fair when we fondly gaze. 


There is no glory in star or blossom 
Till looked upon by a loving eye; 
There is no fragrance in April breezes 
Till breathed with joy as they wander by. 


Come, Julia, dear, for the sprouting willow, 
The opening flowers, and gleaming brooks, 
And hollows green in the sun are waiting 
Their dower of beauty from thy glad looks. 
Wm. C. Bryant. 


-——-—~»e 


Selected. 
THE TESTIMONY OF DIVINE ADOPTION. 


How happy are the new-born race, 
Partakers of adopting grace! 

How pure the bliss they share: 
Hid from the world and all its eyes 
Within the heart the blessing lies, 
And conscience feels it there. 


The moment we believe, ‘tis ours ; 
And if we love with all our powers, 
The God from whom it came ; 
And if we serve with hearts sincere, 
’Tis still discernible and clear, 

An undisputed claim. 


But ah! if foul and wilful sin 
Stain and dishonour us within, 
Farewell the joy we knew ; 

Again the slave of Nature’s sway, 
In lab’rinths of our own we stray, 
Without a guide or clue. 


The chaste and pure who fear to grieve 
The gracious Spirit they receive, 

His work distinctly trace ; 

And strong in undissembling love, 
Boldly assert and clearly prove 

Their hearts his dwelling-place. 


O, messenger of dear delight; 

Whose voice dispels the deepest night, 
Sweet peace-proclaiming Dove! 

With thee at hand to soothe our pains 
No wish unsanctified remains, 

No task but that of love. 


’Tis love unites what sin divides ; 
The centre, where all bliss resides ; 
To which the soul once brought, 
Reclining on the first great Cause, 
From his abounding sweetness draws 
Peace, passing human thought. 


Sorrow foregoes its nature there, 

And life assumes a tranquil air 

Divested of its woes: 

v 2 

There, sovereign goodness soothes the breast, 
Till then, incapable of rest, 

In sacred, sure repose. 
































































-|stay myself upon my God and thy God. 


For “ The Friend.” 


Sarah [Lynes] Grubb. 


Several years elapsed before we have any ac- 
count of her being out on religious service after her 
return from Scotland and England. Under date 
of Fifth month Ist, 1812, she writes from Dublin, 
“ T continue to look towards London, although this 
prospect is with much dread of sea-sickness, and 
very great reluctance to stay from home; but if 
we will not move in the light while we have the 
light, it may be withdrawn, and leave us in dark- 
ness and sorrow. Indeed, it seems to me that the 
right-minded, and especially the active members 
among us, have great need to go down into the 
deeps, and wait the Lord’s time; depending singly 
on his holy arm, to bring them where they can 
erect their Ebenezer betore the people. 1 have 
remarked since coming here, that Friends’ tables 
are very consistent; and that coming out of meet- 
ings, and other times, they seem glad do speak to 
each other in love.” It is probable the shyness 
which had arisen during the separation some years 
before was wearing off. Having now a family to 
care for, her feelings on leaving and being absent 
from home, were somewhat changed, though she 
manifested great dedication to her Master’s cause. 
She took passage for England; and from Bangor 
Ferry writes, Fifth month 9th, of her safe arrival 
at Holyhead, after a passage of thirty-six hours, 
part of which time was distressing to her. She 
thought of her husband and their dear children 
with strong attraction, but endeavouring to look 
beyond these feelings to Him, whom she believed 
she was obeying by attempting such an undertak- 
ing, though after a hard struggle, she found some- 
thing of the enlivening influence of his Holy Spirit, 
through which the soul can be resigned to suffer. 
12th, To her husband she writes, “ 1 feel this com- 
ing over to be such a sacrifice as it was in antici- 
pation—hard to the natural mind; but herein is 
my stay—I have to place the whole account to 
religious duty; and, however, I bave been tossed 
and tried since our hands separated ; I now assur- 
edly believe it is no delusion, no fancy, no imagi- 
nary dream ; therefore, 1 trust in the Lord and 
The 
journey through North Wales is not so pleasing to 
me as through South Wales, but the loftiness of 
the rugged mountains strikes the mind with some- 
thing ot solemn grandeur. There are also other 
bold views to be seen, passing along—cataracts, 
deep rocky valleys, torrents rushing along the bot- 
toms amazingly rapid, and much that might be 
dwelt upon by the pen of a traveller, more capable 
of painting scenery than thy S.G. On First-day 
morning we had our little silent meeting together 
at Capel Curig; thus we were literally the ‘ two or 
three,’ and I thought how precious were a few mo- 
ments of true quiet.” 

In writing from Ratcliffe, she speaks of again 
meeting her mother, whose faculties were preserved 
bright and clear—it was an interview to their 
mutual rejoicing after several years’ separation. 
18th. “ Yesterday I was at Ratcliffe meeting in 
the morning, which was very small, yet not silent, 
for four of us women Friends had something to 
communicate—Mary Capper and Mary Lewis of 
the number. I went to dinner at J. Capper's, 
where I met my dear friend J. G. B. I thought 
him less altered than I expected, and less dim too. 
He said he was glad to see me, as far as he could 
be glad in anything. Meeting with Henry Hull 
in the meeting-house, then at Mildred Court, he 
said he never visited any place he could reflect on 
with greater satisfaction than his visit to Ireland. 
He saluted me as though I had been a near rela- 
tion. Yesterday and the day before were fatiguing 





tome. On Fifth-day morning I went to the wo- 
men’s meeting, where I felt much that seemed 
likely to be communicated, but only made a few 
observations in a concise way, now and then. At 
T. C.’s, short as the time was, we had a religious 
sitting, the whole engagement of which fell on me ; 
but what was very much more formidable, I ex- 
pected that on going to meeting again, I should 
have to ask liberty to visit the men’s meeting ; 
which came indeed on me in a powerful and 
weighty manner, so that I mentioned it imme- 
diately when the meeting had opened by the 
reading of the first minute, and M. D. directly 
offered to accompany me. When we sat down in 
the men’s meeting, I thought the word of the Lord 
was like a fire within me; and when I spoke, it 
seemed to myself as if it not only made its way 
through every obstruction, but that the pouring 
forth of it caused the earth to tremble. M. D. 
spoke for a short time, after these effusions had 
flown from my full heart; and then I kneeled and 
came away under the feeling of what is said on 
this wise, ‘Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice 
with trembling.’ I was, however, favoured with 
quiet ; and again in the women’s meeting, had to 
make a few remarks in the gift bestowed; but no- 
thing like setting my mind at liberty, full liberty. 
This family where I now write, are very kind; 
indeed, many of my old friends are so, which is a 
great satisfaction to my mind, and there are many, 
very many, nice young people to be seen at this 
assembly. 28th—When the epistle for Ireland 
was read in meeting yesterday, Martha Brewster 
spoke very nicely, and addressed us who had made 
the sacrifice in coming over. I think the conclu- 
sion of last night’s sitting was favoured with a 
sense of good in a remarkable manner. All the 
meeting-houses were open inthe morning. I went 
to Devonshire house. M. P. was much helped to 
speak, at which I rejoiced, for I love to see the 
aged crowned with life in the ministry. 30th. 
This morning I have scarcely been able to collect 
my thoughts, in sympathy with our dearly beloved 
Henry Hull, who has a most affecting account from 
home. He has lost some of his nearest connexions 
by a malignant fever; the tender tie of husband 
and wife is dissolved ; one of his sons is no more ; 
his mother is also gone. The men’s meeting is 
now over; we concluded last night. William 
Grover said that they had a very precious baptizing 
time this morning. ‘The singular trial of dear 
Henry Hull was spoken of, which had a moving 
effect upon the meeting. The unerring wisdom of 
that Providence who had inflicted the dispensation 
was alluded to; so that W. G. said, under the in- 
fluence felt, the mind could become reconciled to 
almost anything. The conclusive minute of the 
meeting is such as Friends could formerly write. 
It speaks of the goodness of the Almighty, and 
ends in giving praise and glory to his Name. 
What an unspeakable, unmerited favour is such 
condescension! ‘The women’s meeting has been, 
I think, much owned too; and many important 
truths declared in the demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power. 

“ At the last sitting of the meeting of ministers 
and elders, dear H. Hull’s case caused many tears 
of sympathy to flow. His certificate was produced, 
and some alterations and additions made, in con- 
sequence of his afflicted and singularly trying 
state. We came down to Ratcliffe to lodge, and 
were at meeting there yesterday morning, when I 
was much opened into different states. In the 
afternoon, H. K. took me to Plashet to visit dear 
H. H. I sat by him a while, and tried to comfort 
him by putting him in mind, how different this 
sorrow was from that of our relations departing 
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from what is good. I staid with him instead of|purple,orred. This kind is known as forked light-| England, these hollow tubes have been found from 


going to meeting in the afternoon, which I believe 
waa acceptable to his tried mind. 

“Sixth month 4th—A friend who has spent 
some time, within a few days, with Henry Hull, 
says he is quiet. This dear man appears to bear 
his singular trial with hely acquiescence, while his 
nature feels it as much as can be conceived.” J. 
G. Bevan and she “ took a farewell of each other, 
and had a sweet little opportunity privately.” 

Sixth month 9th, writing at Gloucester, she says, 
“ T have gone through a great deal with the many 
solicitations of friends to stay a few days longer, 
but I was not easily dissuaded from my purpose, 
and did not suffer the warm solicitations of friend- 
ship to prevent me from making all the good speed 
in my power to return. We got to H. K.’s, spent 
some agreeable hours with those dear friends, 
taking dinner and tea with them, and parted under 
a solemn, sweet covering of Divine love. First- 
day at Uxbridge was not spent in idleness; for, 
besides the two meetings which were remarkably 
favoured, we had four private opportunities; and 
separated under a truly desirable heart-tendering 
feeling.” 

After hastening to reach Milford in order to 
take passage for home, she was detained several 
days by contrary winds and stormy weather. 
Writing there, Sixth month 14th, 1812, she states 
they were at Haverford West meeting this morn- 
ing. “We staid the meeting at Gloucester on 
Fifth-day ; came on to Newport, and by Neath, 
which would put us in the way for calling on 
Friends. We breakfasted at Cardiff, at the house 
of Thomas Redwood, who attended Yearly Meet- 
ing. He is come from among the Methodists; his 
wife and eldest daughter are in membership with 
Friends. We had a religious opportunity with 
them, and another in the evening at Peter Price’s; 
with this latter visit, divers of the family were 
much affected.” ‘I think, with respect to myself, 
my baptisms have been many and deep in this 
journey; but I do not know that ever I was 
favoured with more gospel authority in the exer- 
cise of the ministerial gift. Never was I more 
sensible that it is the Spirit of Christ which 
speaketh through his anointed; that they are but 
the channel which conveys the living water.” 

On the 16th she says, “‘ We are kindly cared for 
at Daniel Starbuck’s, and do not know that we 
could have done better in any respect relating to 
our movements; so that as our being here is no- 
thing of our own, we must endeavour to be quiet. 
I shall try to look to the Lord, whose name is a 
strong tower. This detention certainly proves par- 
ticularly trying, but let us remember that all things 
can be known to work together for good.” 

a 
Curiosities of Electricity. 

The peculiarities of that terrible but mysterious 
agent, lightning, are made the subject of an inter- 
esting paper in a recent number of the British 
Quarterly Review. ‘Two clouds are not neccess- 
ary for the production of lightning, which is fre- 
quently discharged from a solitary clump of vapour, 
when aconnection can be established with the earth. 
A French academician, named Marcolle, describes 
a case where a mere cloudlet about a foot and a- 
half in diameter killed a poor woman by dropping 
a thunderbolt upon her head. It bas been shown 
by Faraday, that the electric fluid contained in a 
single flash might perhaps be supplied by the de- 
composition of one grain of water alone. M. Ara- 
go has divided the lightning into three sorts. The 
first includes those where the discharge appears 
like long luminous lines, bent into angles and zig- 
zags, and varying in complexion from white to blue, 


ning, because it occasionally divides into two branch- 
es. Charpentier relates a case where a flash sever- 
ed into three forks, each of which struck on points 
several hundred feet apart. Still more numerous 
furcations have been reported, for it is said that 
during a tempest at Landerneau and St. Pol de 
Leon, twenty-four churches were struck, though 
only three distinct claps were heard. This was 
eight churches apiece for the three explosions. 

The second class of lightning differs from the 
first in the range of surface over which the flash 
is diffused, and is designated as sheet lightning. 
Sometimes it simply gilds the edges of the cloud 
whence it leaps; but at others it floods with a lurid 
radiance, or else suffuses its surface with blushes 
of a rosy, or violet hue. 

The third class of lightnings are remarkable for 
their eccentricities, and have been made the sub- 
ject of considerable attention among meteorologists, 
many of whom have denied their right to be treat- 
ed as legitimate lightnings, they differ so widely 
from the ordinary sort of flashes. They exhibit 
themselves as balls or globular lumps of fire—not 
momentary apparitions, but meteors which take 
their own time and travel at a remarkable rate. 
It is this incelerity which gives them their doubtful 
character, as an electrical bolt is supposed to be 
one of the leading emblems of velocity. 

Lightning when it meets with an obstruction in 
its course, frequently shatters the non-conducting 
object, dispersing and bursting substances asunder in 
every direction, as if they had been charged with 
gunpowder. The stone pinnacle of a church in 
Cornwall was struck by lightning, and one frag- 
ment weighing three hundred pounds was hurled 
sixty yards to the southward, another four hundred | 
yards to the north, and a third to the south-west. 
In 1838, the topgallant mast of Her Majesty’s ship 
Rodney was literally cut into chips by a flash of 
lightning, the sea being strewn with the fragments, 
as if the carpenters had been sweeping their shav- 
ings overboard. Sometimes, in striking a tree or 
mast, the electric fluid will slice it into long shreds 
or filaments, so that it will appear like a huge 
broom, or a bundle of laths. Lightning bolts will 
occasionally dash through resisting objects by tear- 
ing great openings, as in a Cornish Church, where 
apertures were made in the solid wall of the belfry 
fourteen inches deep, and as if cut out by art. In 
other instances small holes are drilled, which are 
surprising for their perfect circularity of form. 
Window panes have been frequently pierced in this 
fashion, without affecting the rest of the glass. In 
forming these apertures, a burr or projection is left 
upon the edges. 

Juvenile electricians are in the habit of making 
holes in cards by passing discharges through them, 
when a burr or projection will be observed on both 
sides of the orifice. Sometimes a single discharge 
will produce two holes inacard, each puncture mark- 
ed by a single burr, one on the upper and the other 
on the under side of the card. In some instances 
the results are such as to suggest that a flash may 
be split up into several fiery filaments before it 
strikes an object. In 1777, a weathercock of tin- 
ned copper was hurled hy a thunderbolt from the 
top of a church in Cremona, and, upon inspection, 
was found to be pierced with eighteen holes; in 
nine of them the burr was conspicuous on one side, 
and in nine it was equally prominent on the other, 
while the slope of the burr was identical in all. 

Among the curiosities of lightning are what is 
termed “ fulgurites,” or tubes, which the lightning 
constructs when it falls upon a silicious spot, by fu- 
sing the sand. They may be called casts of thun- 
derbolts. In some hillocks of sand in Cumberland, 


one-fiftieth to two inches in diameter, tapering per- 
haps to a mere point. The entire extent of the 
tubes may be thirty feet, but they usually separate 
into numerous branches, and have the appearance 
of the skeleton of an inverted tree. They are lined 
with glass, as smooth and perfect as if it had been 
made in a glass-house. 


For “The Friend.” 
Succession of Standard-Bearers. 

About one month before his death, John Bar. 
clay wrote the following letter, now nearly twenty 
years ago, in which he shows his heartfelt concern 
for the faithful support of the “ ancient testimony” 
which the first Friends “upheld through suffering,” 
with its genuine fruits in practice. ‘This is what is 
greatly wanting—the fruits of the Spirit of Christ, 
accompanying our profession of the principles of 
the gospel, that we may show we are living witnesses 
of the Truth, not in word only, but with convincing 
power. He saw the falling away of many; an 
since that period, many others have lost ground, 
and not only lightly esteem our testimony to plain- 
ness and simplicity, and the discipline originally 
set up in the authority of Truth on several points, 
but they are striving to bring about changes, 
which, if effected, will alter the condition and ori- 
ginal character of the Society, and lessen the respect 
which the younger members, and persons of other 
professions have had for it. It is the fruits of the 
Spirit of the adorable Head of the church, that 
have dignified the Society, as they have been con- 
stantly brought forth, and carried conviction of his 
divine government in the members. “The sitting of 
his servants, the attendance of the ministers, their 


ing their places in the mystical church with all 
gravity and humility, with brotherly kindness and 
charity, have often struck beholders with wonder, 
and led them to acknowledge that the Lord was 
with this simple, despised people, though they 
knew it not. Notwithstanding the sad degeneracy 
which has overtaken us, John Barclay, and many 
since his day, have believed that the Lord will 
never cease to raise up standard-bearers, and put 
them into the seats of the unfaithful, and of those 
who are removed to their everlasting reward. 

“ My dear friend,—I am on the eve of leaving 
home for Brighton, if able; for I am very poorly, 
‘feeble and sore broken’ outwardly; though I trust 
alive in my spirit as ever, and resigned to all that 
may be in store forme. The inclosed packet came 
tomy hand; so I take this opportunity of conveying 
my dear love to thee in that which changeth not— 
the everlasting Truth. Though unable to mingle 
with my friends in person, when they come together 
for the sake of the blessed cause, to endeavour to 
strengthen one another's hands im God, and to 
build up ove another in that holy faith, once and 
still delivered to the saints—my poor mind is as 
deeply, as strongly concerned as ever, that every 
part and parcel thereof, with all its genuine ac- 
companiments and fruits ¢ practice, may be main- 
tained inviolate, and that nothing be foreborne or 
let fall, or slighted, through our degeneracy, and 
dim-sightedness of that, which our worthy ancients 
upheld through suffering. What has our refine- 
ment, religious or civil, done for us? and what has 
an approach or a condescending affinity thereto 
done for us?’ Weakness has inevitably followed, 
and even the strongest and the wisest have been 
utterly laid waste. Some are not sufficiently warned 
and humbled by these things; and if they are, 
they should openly acknowledge their error, avd 
forsake the very appearance of this track. 

“T am cheerfully confident, that if those to 


: and ascent to the house of the Lord,” keep- 
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whom we somewhat look, as watchers, as seers, as|tion, and other means relied on for obtaining the 
standard-bearers, as counsellors, are removed, (and |labour necessary to produce the cotton and sugar 


they are removing,) to their rest—or if any of these 
that remain, should not keep their habitations firm 
and undeviating, but turn aside in any respect from 
the ancient testimony—that He who raised up such 
a people as we were at the first, will never cease 
to raise up others, and put forth some into the fore- 
ground—into the very seats of the unfaithful. 1 
have seen it wonderfully in my short day; 1 have 
read it of those that have gone before ; and there- 
fore let none ever throw away their shield, and 
weakly compromise the trust devolving on them. 
Farewell my beloved friend; may the Lord pre- 
serve us purely to his praise. 
“With love, from thy affectionate friend, 
“J.B” 





Discipline in Childhood —Young people who 
have been habitually gratified in all their desires, 
will infallibly take it more amiss when the feelings 
or happiness of others require that they should be 
thwarted, than those who have been practically 
trained to the habit of subduing and restraining 
them ; and consequently will, in general, sacrifice 
the happiness of others to their own selfish indul- 
gence. ‘To what else is the selfishness of princes 
and other great people to be attributed? It is in 
vain to think of cultivating principles of generosity 
and beneficence by mere exhortation and reasoning. 
Nothing but the practical habit of overcoming our 
own selfishness, and of familiarly encountering pri- 
vations and discomfort on account of others, will 
ever enable us to do it when required. And, there- 
fore, I am firmly persuaded that indulgence infalli- 
bly produces selfishness and hardness of heart, and 
that nothing but a pretty severe discipline and con- 


which appear to have become necessaries in all 
civilized countries. Even some of the ultra pro- 
slavery newspapers in the South, occasionally speak 
of the possibility of substituting Coolies from China 
for the present race of blacks, and calculations are 
made of the profits which might accrue from their 
free introduction into our country. The experi- 
ment has been tried on a pretty extensive scale in 
the British West Indies and in Cuba, and all the 
reliable information which has been given to the 
public respecting it, conclusively shows that not- 
withstanding all the guards professed to be thrown 
around the trade, and the system of apprentice- 


less prolific of cruelty and misery than the African 
slave trade and slavery. 


the Coolies on board two or three vessels, number- 
in one instance nearly all were lost, while in an- 


a recent number of the London Z'%mes is an in- 
teresting communication from Thomas H. Glad- 
stone, a distinguished member of Parliament, in 
which he gives a sad picture of the evils of the 
Coolie trade, from which we extract the follow- 
ing :— 

‘i I have myself when in Havana, heard ac- 
counts and witnessed scenes, connected with this 
traffic, which are perfectly appalling. In some 
instances, the proportion of dead to living at the 


hundred of the one for every three hundred of the 
other. 





trol can lay the foundation of a magnanimous cha- 
racter.—Lord Jeffrey. 

A good character gotten and preserved, would 
bring in a rich interest, if it were but for the pub- 
lic service: for one of a deserved reputation hath 
oftentimes an opportunity to do that good, which 
another cannot that wants it. And he may prac- 
tise it with more security and success. 

+e 

He who serves God perfectly at the present mo- 
ment, though it be in a very small thing, such as 
the hewing of wood, or the drawing of water, does 
in reality glorify him more than another who is 
prospectively athirst and anxious for things of 
much greater consequence, but at the same time 
neglects or imperfectly performs his present duties. 
— Upham. 





arrived at Havana with a cargo of 198 Chinamen, 


and in a note appended to the return we read, ‘ of 


the Gertrude’s, 152 died.’ 

“ Such are the horrors of this second slave trade 
during the passage. When he arrives at his des- 
tination, in the majority of instances, the Coolie 
finds that his misery has but commenced. I have 
seen examples of considerate treatment, and con- 


. |sequently of comparative comfort; but these are 


uphappily rare. On arriving at Havana, after 
passing the quarantine, the Coolie, if he survive, is 
transferred to the highest bidder, who places him 


upon his plantation, side by side with his slaves. 
His term of service is eight years; his labour, as 


hard as his master thinks he can sustain. 


He re- 


ceives a small payment monthly, which makes his 
condition by a few dollars preferable to that of the! 
He is exposed to the same toil, watched by 


slave. 


It is not long since accounts were received of 


other the officers and crew were all murdered. In| 


conclusion of the voyage, has been as high as two 


In March, 1853, the British ship Gertrude 


“ What isthe result? On some plantations there 


is almost daily death—often by the Coolie’s own 


hand. The prevalence of suicide is extraordinary, 
and can only be adequately accounted for by the 
hopeless misery in which they find themselves, and 
by the fact of their falling into a morbid state of body 
and mind, induced by ill-treatment, over-work, and 
forced solitude, which leads them at times to make 
the most trifling added sorrow the occasion of their 
having recourse to self-destruction. 

“ Permit me to adduce a single instance from my 
own observation, and I close this letter :— 

“ During a stay at one of the sugar plantations in 
the Island of Cuba, I was one morning riding, as 


|customary at sunrise, with my Spanish entertainer, 
ship for seven or ten years, the practical working) 
of the scheme, from beginning to the end, is no| 


Don F. D., whose own plantation was a fine speci- 
men of the excellence to which a good system and 
considerate treatment, both of slaves and coolies, 
will bring an estate. Our object was to visit an- 
other plantation in the same district. After riding 
for an hour or two, we were just emerging from a 


ing several hundreds in each, firing the ships, and| wood and entering the estate we purposed visiting ; 


suddenly my companion stopped; I reined up 
equally abruptly. Before our horses’ feet, 
crouching along the woodside, was a poor China- 
man, his only covering a small blue rag across his 
shoulder, his body scarcely more than a skeleton 
through hunger and suffering, his hair dishevelled, 
his eye wandering, his face and whole person a re- 
volting spectacle. The poor man passed his rolling 
eye upon us as my Spanish friend asked him why 
he did not return to the plantation. The coolie 
shook his head, muttered some words of Chinese, 
and showed plainly that the intellect was wander- 
ing, as surely as the body was wasting. A signal 
made in the direction of the plantation only 
brought from him indications that they had beaten 
and starved him. Again he slowly shook his head, 
and half doubled in form, crept forward towards 
the wood. 

“We rode in silence towards the imgenio. Ar- 
rived at the sugar-house, my companion ascer- 
tained from a slave who held our horses that the 
coolie belonged to the estate we were visiting. 
Then, under the care of the administrador, we 
were shown through the various departments of the 
establishment, where, although my polite friend 
only praised, everything gave proof of mismanage- 
ment, and scarcely a single slave or coolie was 
without some mark indicative of ill-usage. Leav- 
ing the place, Don F. addressed the administra- 
dor with many words of courtesy, and asked if he 
had not missed one of his coolies. He believed 
there was one straying, was the cold reply. The 
Don could inform him of his whereabouts; it would 


Of all vices, detraction is the meanest; and of |the same overseer, with whip in hand and sword) be a good thing to send after him. The adminis- 


all species of detraction, that which is the most 
intolerable, is that which masks itself under the 
shelter, “ You know I love Brother No. IL., but—” 
Pope must have had this very class in view in those 
famous lines : 
“Willing to wound, and yet afraid to strike, 
Half hint a doubt, and hesitate dislike.” 


And yet, after all, the injury is as much to him 
that speaks as to him who is spoken of. It is in this 
way that scandal to others becomes scandal to self. 
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The gradual progress of correct views in rela- 
tion to the odious system of Slavery, is forcing 
conviction on many who are by no means opposed 
to its continuance and extension, that it cannot be 
long before a period must be fixed for its termina- 








at the side, as the slave. 


“ On the other hand, his position is worse than 
that of his slave companion, inasmuch as his mas- 
ter’s interest in him terminates after eight years. 
In proportion as the term of service approaches 
its expiration, the motive for retaining the Coolie 
The slave’s life is usually worked 
out, as Cuban planters have themselves confessed 


in life decreases. 


to me, in ten years of full work. 


after a very much shorter term of labour. 


The Chinese} sad sight we had seen in the morning. 
Coolie, as every one who has lived on the Cuban 
plantations knows, reaches his end on an average 
Again, 


trador hoped he would not trouble himself; it was 
of no importance. The Don repeated, pressed ; 
the man might otherwise fall sick and oceasion 
expense. A shrug of the shoulders, a ‘ Quein 
sabe ?’ and a ‘ Never mind,’ were all the answers 
he could obtain. 

“In the evening of the day, sitting beneath the 
verandah, my host asked me what I thought of the 
For him- 
self, he said he had thought of nothing else but the 
spectacle of horror the whole day. To have brought 
the coolie back, and treated him until he was re- 


the Chinaman does not bear the tropical heat with! stored in mind and body, would have cost money ; 


the ease with which the negro endures it. 


engines in the sugar refinery, or to fulfil duties in 


the machine shop. 


Many 
also have been unaccustomed in their own country 
to hard manual labour; some that [ have met, 
have in former life filled professional or respectable 
positions in society, and many prove themselves 
able to undertake the management of the steam- 


it was cheaper to let him die. This was the secret 
of the administrador’s hard heart. ‘ And now,’ 


said he, ‘that poor man—that wasted form—has 
wandered through the wood a maniac, beneath 
this day’s hot sun; before this hour he is dead.’ 

“ I give this narrative without note or comment. 





Alt I know, and that from the confessions of slave- 
holders themselves, is that this mournful example 


